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College Readiness Now I: A Partnership Between Community Colleges and K-12  

We say with confidence that no other institutions are better at preparing high school graduates 

for the academic rigors of the college classroom than New Jersey’s community colleges.  

 

The New Jersey Center for Student Success, in partnership with the Office of the Secretary of 

Higher Education (OSHE), worked with New Jersey’s community colleges to design and 

implement a series of transition courses that would aim to get high school juniors and seniors 

academically prepared for college prior to graduating high school. The initiative focused on 

students who were living below the poverty level and were not yet considered to be college ready 

in English and/or mathematics. OSHE provided a $620,000 College Access Challenge Grant.  

In partnership with 65 high schools across the Garden State, New Jersey’s community colleges 

administered the Accuplacer Placement Exam to approximately 4,000 high school juniors and 

seniors in Spring 2014. Nine hundred and twenty-one students who did not place college ready 

upon conclusion of the exam participated in their local community college’s free College 

Readiness Now program.  

The results were impressive. At the end of the College Readiness Now program, 440 students 

(48%) were deemed college ready in English and/or math. Nearly half of the students who 

participated in College Readiness Now avoided taking developmental education courses because 

of the steps they took to prepare for college level work prior to, or immediately after, high school 

graduation. As for the remaining 52% of the participating students, our data suggests that they 

have significantly moved up in the developmental course sequence, with perhaps one or two 

developmental classes needed until they are permitted to enroll in college-level courses.  

College Readiness Now II: A Renewed Commitment towards Postsecondary Success  

Utilizing $500,000 in funding from OSHE, 16 New Jersey community colleges participated in 

this second round of the program.  Our colleges have collectively enrolled students from 132 

high schools across the state of New Jersey, representing more than double the number of high 

schools from the first round. With 3,297 juniors and seniors provided initial college readiness 

testing and identification measures, we are pleased to report that approximately 1,851 enrolled in 

their local College Readiness Now II transition program, again nearly double the number of 

students enrolled in our first round of this grant initiative. Finally, of those students enrolled in 

their local transition program, 753 students successfully completed, being college ready in 

English and/or math. This represents a significant increase from the 440 students who completed 

college ready in the first round of the program. Unique to College Readiness Now II, and 

following the recommendations included in the statewide evaluation for College Readiness Now 

I, all transition programs included a college success (non-cognitive) component for participating 

students, with some institutions offering credit-bearing student success courses to participating 

students. 
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In addition, three community colleges partnered with their local high schools to share a $750,000 

Title I grant for College and Career Readiness. The College Readiness Now program has been so 

successful and well received, that Governor Christie approved $1 million in State funding for 

FY2017 to continue to bring these efforts to scale.  

 

College Readiness Now III: A Continued Commitment towards Postsecondary Success  

In our third year of College Readiness Now, we have $1 million to dedicate to the programs 

across the sector. In this round, 17 New Jersey community colleges are using $710,000 in funds 

to get more students college ready. A portion of these funds have been approved to scale up 

outreach to high schools.  Specifically, a statewide team of community college experts in English 

and Math are developing a toolkit about college expectations and will be leading three regional 

institutes to foster communication and build relationships between high school and community 

college faculty and administrators.  An additional $240,000 of funding is supporting the College 

Credit Now program at 12 community colleges.  This program is geared toward increasing dual 

enrollment opportunities for low-income students. 


