
 

	

 

 

Dual Enrollment Survey 
In May 2017, the Center for Student Success surveyed New Jersey’s 19 community colleges 

regarding their dual enrollment programs for the 2016-2017 academic year. For the purpose of this 

survey, dual enrollment is defined as any course that earns college credits (100 level or above) while a 

student is still in high school. NJ community colleges have partnered with 320 schools including public, 

charter, parochial, out of district, technical, and private high schools.  Eligibility requirements vary from 

college to college, with many using placement test scores, SAT or ACT scores, high school grades, and 

teacher or guidance counselor recommendations to determine eligibility.  Some colleges have age or 

grade level pre-requisite requirements as well. 

 

Number of Students Taking Dual Enrollment Courses 

Survey results indicate that nearly 19,500 students took advantage of dual enrollment programs 

statewide. This has been tremendous growth in the number of high school students taking dual enrollment 

courses.  In 2004, there were less than 5,200 students taking dual enrollment. 
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Approaches to Dual Enrollment:  Location and Teacher Qualifications 

NJ community colleges are offering dual enrollment in a variety of ways.  Almost all community 

colleges offer high school students the opportunity to take courses at their campus (94%) and at their high 

school (83%).  Not as many community colleges offer dual enrollment in an online or hybrid format 

(61%).  See chart below for the percentage of NJ community colleges that offer various approaches to 

dual enrollment. 

 
Although dual enrollment courses are offered in a variety of ways, the actual enrollment in the 

dual enrollment programs tells a different story.  Most students earning dual enrollment credits are doing 

so by taking courses offered at the high school.  Over 50% of all dual enrollment being offered through 

the 19 NJ community colleges is being taught in the high school setting by high school teachers who meet 

qualifications set forth by the community colleges.  In most cases, a master’s degree in the discipline is 

the minimum requirement.  Enrollment is next highest in courses that are offered in the high school but 

taught by community college faculty (not high school employees) and integrated courses offered at the 

community colleges, where high school students take courses with other community college students. 

Less than 10% of high school students enroll in online/hybrid courses and special sections of courses at 

the community college for high school students only.  
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Who Pays for Dual Enrollment? 

While nearly every community college reported discounted tuition for dual enrollment students, dual 

enrollment is funded in a variety of ways.  Most reported some sort of shared tuition responsibility in 

addition to college supported discounts, with students often paying for dual enrollment coursework.   In 

some cases, school districts are providing some or all of the funding for dual enrollment.  In a few cases, 

dual enrollment is being entirely funded through grants or a private donor.   

 

Early College 

 Several NJ community colleges are also offering early college programs, where students can earn 

an associate’s degree while still in high school.  Seven colleges out of the 17 NJ community colleges who 

responded to this question indicated that they do offer an early college program and 5 other colleges 

indicated they were starting a program this upcoming academic year.   

 

Challenges and Suggestions 

 One of the most notable challenges was funding.  As one college noted “Funding is the major 

issue. School districts are drastically underfunded and our parents are from economically disadvantaged 

areas. Several schools have indicated they would like to participate but have not been able to secure the 

necessary funds for instruction. Others have indicated they would like to expand the program or to revise 

the program to move towards an associate degree model. Again, funding is ultimately identified as the 

reason for not moving forward.” Other challenges identified were high school teachers not having the 

required credentials, communicating the value of dual enrollment to students and parents, logistics related 

to high school scheduling, and not having enough support staff to manage the growing number of dual 

enrollment programs.  

 Several suggestions were offered.  Most importantly, identifying funding solutions and 

establishing strong K12-community college partnerships was viewed as essential to the success of dual 

enrollment programs.  Having a dedicated department and/or staff who can clearly communicate the value 

of and procedures related to dual enrollment with school administrators, faculty, parents, and students was 

also recommended.  Finally, engaging community college faculty with implementation and assessment 

and maintaining high levels of rigor and program credibility is important. 

 


