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The	IER	and	KPR	



Hyper-Connected	
"Thanks	to	cloud	compu1ng,	robo1cs,	3G	wireless	connec1vity,	Skype,	
Facebook,	Google,	LinkedIn,	TwiAer,	the	iPad,	and	cheap	Internet-enabled	
smartphones,	the	world	has	gone	from	connected	to	hyper-connected.	This	is	
the	single	most	important	trend	in	the	world	today	and	why	to	get	into	the	
middle	class	now,	you	have	to	study	harder,	work	smarter	and	adapt	quicker	
than	ever	before.“		Thomas	Friedman	(August	13,	2011	New	York	Times)	



Billions	and	Billions	
“Every	minute	of	every	day	in	
2014	the	3	billion	Internet	users	in	
the	world…	
•  sent	204	million	emails	
•  made	over	4	million	Google	
searches	

•  downloaded	48,000	Apple	apps	
•  spent	$83,000	on	Amazon	







h"ps://www.sta4sta.com/chart/7008/what-does-the-world-worry-about/		



h"ps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_Development_Goals		



h"ps://mishtalk.com/2016/02/23/imf-growth-forecast-vs-reality/		



h"p://money.cnn.com/2017/01/13/news/economy/jobs-pay-global-outlook-2017/		





h"p://www.mybudget360.com/european-young-adult-unemployment-global-crisis-with-young-workers/		



h"ps://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/01/what-are-the-10-biggest-global-challenges/		
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Manage	Your	Expecta4ons	



h"p://www.epi.org/blog/by-the-numbers-income-and-poverty-2015/		
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h"p://www3.weforum.org/docs/Media/WEF_FutureofJobs.pdf		





http://www.currentargus.com/ci_25134935/guide-job-market-2034  

47%	of	Jobs	At	Risk	by	2034	













h"ps://www.pwc.com/gx/en/ceo-survey/2014/assets/pwc-17th-annual-global-ceo-survey-jan-2014.pdf		



h"p://www.mckinsey.com/global-themes/employment-and-growth/technology-jobs-and-the-future-of-work		



h"ps://www.theatlan4c.com/educa4on/archive/2017/03/training-students-to-outpace-automa4on/519162/		









Social	Media	Impact	
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1. Declare	major	later	
2. Link	interests	to	major	
3. Understand	security	risks	
4. Realize	that	correla4on	is	not	causa4on	
5. Think	long-term	
6. Be	a	work	in	progress	
7. Quit	and	move	forward	
8. Develop	lots	of	grit	
9. Make	the	focusing	illusion	a	part	of	you	
10. Accept	the	fact	that	it	takes	more	than	a	major		

10	Things	We	Can	Help	Students	Understand	As	
To	Why	They	Should	Major	In	Happiness	



Declare	a	major	later	



h"p://www.act.org/content/act/en/newsroom/many-students-select-a-college-major-that-doesn-t-fit-their-interests-well.html		

Link	interests	to	major	



h"ps://www.theatlan4c.com/business/archive/2015/06/college-major-job-ho"est-industry/395570/		

Understand	security	risks	



h"ps://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/jan/06/correla4on-causa4on		

Realize	that	correlaRon	is	not	causaRon	



h"p://www.aacu.org/sites/default/files/files/LEAP/nchems.pdf		

Think	long-term	



Be	a	work	in	progress	



h"ps://www.forbes.com/sites/alanhall/2013/03/11/im-ou"a-here-why-2-million-americans-quit-every-month-and-5-steps-to-turn-the-epidemic-around/#381ad63d6484		

Quit	and	move	forward	



Develop	lots	of	grit	



h"ps://www.edge.org/response-detail/11984		

Use	the	focusing	illusion	as	a	foundaRon	



h"ps://www.aacu.org/sites/default/files/files/LEAP/2013_EmployerSurvey.pdf		

Accept	that	it	takes	more	than	a	major	



h"ps://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/theory-knowledge/201402/the-college-student-mental-health-crisis		



h"ps://www.scien4ficamerican.com/ar4cle/surging-demand-
for-mental-health-care-jams-college-services/		



h"ps://carolineabeckman.wordpress.com/		



A	traveling	exhibi1on	by	Ac1ve	Minds,	an	advocacy	group,	consists	of	1,100	backpacks	represen1ng	the	approximate	number	of	undergraduates	
who	commit	suicide	each	year.	Credit	Ac4veminds.org			h"ps://www.ny4mes.com/2015/08/02/educa4on/edlife/stress-social-media-and-suicide-on-campus.html			





h"p://www.inquiry2improvement.com/a"achments/ar4cle/12/PWs-Demys4fied-Johnstone-110315.pdf		
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“The	value	of	youth	has	risen,	and	the	desirability	of	
adulthood	has	dropped	accordingly.	Today’s	young	
people	expect	to	reach	adulthood	eventually,	and	they	
expect	to	enjoy	their	adult	lives,	but	most	are	in	no	
hurry	to	get	there.”	Jeffrey	Jensen	Arne"	and	
Elizabeth	Fishel	write	in	“Gejng	to	30.”	







"The	fact	is,	we	are	all	terrible	at	imagining	how	we	will	
feel	in	the	future.	We	exaggerate	how	much	the	future	
will	be	like	the	present.	We	underes<mate	the	power	of	
temperament	to	gradually	pull	us	up	from	the	lowest	
lows.	And	if	our	capaci<es	for	imagining	the	future	are	
bad	in	normal	<mes,	they	are	horrible	in	moments	of	
stress	and	suffering.	Given	these	weaknesses,	it	seems	
wrong	to	make	a	decision	that	will	foreclose	future	
thinking.	It	seems	wrong	to	imagine	that	you	have	

mastery	over	everything	you	will	feel	and	believe.	It's	
beDer	to	respect	the	future,	to	remain	humbly	open	to	

your	own	unfolding."		
	

David	Brooks,	The	New	York	Times	
h"p://www.ny4mes.com/2012/04/03/opinion/brooks-respect-the-future.html		





"Life is...an endless process of self-discovery, an endless and 
unpredictable dialogue between our own capacities for learning and the 

life situations in which we find ourselves.” 
John Gardner 

Appreciate	the	Journey	



"Time is short, my 
strength is limited, the 
office is a horror, the 

apartment is noisy, and 
if a pleasant, 

straightforward life is 
not possible, then one 

must try to  
wriggle through by 
subtle maneuvers.“ 

Franz Kafka 

Subtle	Maneuvers	







h"p://about.americanexpress.com/tc/lifetwiststudy.pdf		





Michael	Edmondson,	Ph.D.	
	

edmondsm@mccc.edu	
michaeledmondsonphd@gmail.com	

	

www.navigatethechaos.com	

In	today’s	VUCA	world	where	the	future	of	
work	is	uncertain,	let’s	debunk	the	myths	for	
college	students	and	help	them	understand	

they	should	major	in	happiness.	


